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IN THIS ISSUE: 

 

OBSERVATIONS: 

* BRYAN TROTTIER will be behind an NHL 
bench again—as Sabres 
assistant coach-- and that's 
a good thing. Apart from 
the fact that Trots already 
has head coaching experi-
ence, though limited – and 
learned plenty from it – 
he'll give the Sabres more 
esteem in a period of 
growth. Even Bryan 
would admit that the 
Rangers experience was challenging but sweet 
adversity. We wish our old buddy well in his new 
digs.  

* ERIC LINDROS, JOHN LECLAIR AND 
ERIC DESJARDINS will be inducted into the 
Philadelphia Flyers Hall of Fame. Each award is 
well-deserved. What remains to be seen is 
whether Lindros will get inducted into the 
Hockey Hall of Fame. It says here that he will. 

* ANDY GREENE works under the title of 
“Unheralded Defenseman Who Gets The Job 
Done.” Perhaps the geniuses who omitted the 
Devils backliner from Team USA in the Olym-
pics don’t agree with us, but Lou Lamoriello sure 
does. The Devils’ major domo certainly agrees, 
honoring Greene with a five-year contract. Of 
course the headline maker when it comes to D-
men is P.K. Subban, who has been more than 
reasonably gifted by the Habs. In each case, hard
-working guys—one flamboyant and the other 
unobtrusive—are being well-rewarded by their 
respective clubs. 

 

GOSSIP: 

After a difficult season, Hurricanes captain Eric 
Staal has already been dealt a setback this sum-
mer. The star center suffered a core muscle injury 
– also known as a sports hernia – during training 
and underwent surgery last week. General man-
ager Ron Francis told Terrell Williams of Hurri-
canes.com that he expects Staal to be ready for 
the start of the season, but recoveries are far from  

 
 
 
 
an exact science. … A Bruin hates a Hab – what 
else is new? Boston winger Brad Marchand 
fanned the rivalry’s flames when he answered an 
inquiry as to who grinds his gears the most. 
“Tomas Plekanec of Montreal,” Marchand re-
plied. “I hate him. I can’t stand him. No, I proba-
bly shouldn’t say that. I dislike him very much.” 
Marchand, grinning before a dinner crowd at the 
2014 Phoenix House Champs for Change in Hali-
fax, lended levity to the event, but there’s no 
doubt he meant what he said. … Although he 
was a physical player in his day, Vancouver g.m 
Trevor Linden is not on board with the current 
state of fighting in the NHL. He takes issue with 
the fact that players often have to answer the bell 
after delivering a big, but clean, hit. The former 
Canuck thinks that mindset has become ingrained 
into the sport and explained his position on Team 
1040 Radio in Vancouver, saying “It's a mental-
ity that has been coached in, talked in. We see it 
in the playoffs all the time; extremely hard hit-
ting, and there's no fighting. And I'm not sure 
that the intended use of fighting – which is to 
protect our stars – actually works. I think it's 
something that as we go down the path the NHL 
is going to have to look at.”... Toronto backup 
goalie James Reimer says he expects to be given 
a “definite opportunity” to challenge Jonathan 
Bernier for the starting role. “That’s the mindset 
I’m coming in with, to really take advantage of 
the opportunity that’s been given and earn the 
No. 1 spot,” Reimer told Toronto’s Fan 590 ra-
dio station. Bernier played well in his first start-
ing season, so Reimer’s optimism will have to be 
backed-up on the ice during training camp 
… .Teemu Selanne has retired from the NHL, 
but the Finn may still have some gas left in the 
tank. The 44-year-old told Sports.ru that Jokerit, 
a Helsinki-based club that’s slated to join the 
KHL this season, has offered him a contract. Se-
lanne began his career with Jokerit in 1989, so if 
he decides not to hang up his skates, it would be 
a felicitous landing spot. … The Rangers have 
filled the void left on the bench when Dan La-
croix left for Montreal by hiring Darryl Wil-
liams as an assistant and video coach. The New-
foundland native previously worked with Alain 
Vigneault in Vancouver from 2008-2013. 
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BEYOND THE ICE: PROFESSIONALS 

WHO MAKE THE NHL HAPPEN 

PART 1 - Jessica Berman, Vice President 

& Deputy General Counsel of the NHL 

Player immigration. Licensing agreements. 

Collective bargaining. These are just a few 

of the legal issues the NHL tackles 

throughout the year. Vice President and 

Deputy General Counsel Jessica Berman 

knows these issues with meticulous exper-

tise. 

Berman is a recent winner of the prestig-

ious Sports Business Journal “40 Under 

40” award. TFR’s Mikka Burrell sat down 
with Berman at her NHL office, where she 

shared her insights as a hockey litigator.  

 

Jessica Berman knew from a young age 
that she wanted to work in the sports in-

dustry. 

“I used to watch [the ’40 Under 40’] list as 
it came out the winter of every year. I no-
ticed that there weren’t many lawyers on 
that list so I always had that in the back of 

my mind.”  

Jump to 2014 where Berman, 36, who 
works in the NHL’s legal department, 
checked another goal off her “professional 
bucket list” by winning the very award that 

she dreamed of as a girl. 

“It meant a lot to me to win it and I was 
really excited about it,” she said.  “To me, 
[the ’40 Under 40’ award] signified some-
thing special of what I had accomplished in 

my career.” 

Even more satisfying is the fact that Ber-
man took part in the most recent round of 
frustrating NHL collective bargaining ne-
gotiations, which successfully wrapped up 

in January 2013.  

“I sacrificed a lot and put my all into 
[ending the work stoppage]. Watching it 
come to conclusion and having all of our 
hard work pay off was really satisfying 

professionally.” 

However, Berman also described the stop-

page mostly as a “personal challenge.”  

 

“Being a mother, a wife, and having a life 
outside of work that is already demanding 
of my time was difficult to maintain,” said 
the Brooklyn native. “It was challenging to 
set up an infrastructure that could keep my 
life afloat while I was here [at the NHL 

offices] working all the time. 

“When we’re not in collective bargaining 
negotiations I work hard but I have more 
flexibility, but the work stoppage con-
sumed every ounce of my being for a long 
period of time,” she continued. 
“Fortunately my family was very under-
standing and my two young kids were very 

supportive and excited.” 

On the subject of family, Berman spoke 
humbly about the positive influences her 
relatives have had on both her career and 
her own development. Her closest influ-
ence is her husband, Brad Berman, who 

suffered a stroke in August 2013.  

“My husband has a genuine interest in me 
succeeding, so he encourages me to take 
my career as far as it will go,” she said. “I 
feel the same about him and we push each 
other to be the best we can be, personally 

and professionally.”  

Berman also cited her mother as a source 
of influence and inspiration, who she de-

scribed as someone who “did it all.”  

“[My mother] worked full-time and it was 
not always pretty and not always easy. She 
found a way to make her family and her 
career a priority. She struck that balance 
very well, so I think about her and my 
childhood when I think about raising my 

kids.” 

Professionally, Berman cited Deputy Com-
missioner Bill Daly as having a tremen-

dous influence on her career. 

“I think of [Bill] as a true role model and 
someone who approaches his career in a 
way that I try to emulate,” she said. He’s 
someone who values and is an expert at 
forming meaningful relationships with 
people. Whether you’re talking to people 
who he’s negotiating against or working 
for him, everybody has such nice things to 
say about him and I think that speaks vol-
umes about him and his approach to his 

career.” 

But it’s Berman’s own traits that have been 
a driving force in her success. “I’ve been 

described as relentless! [laughs].”  

In addition, Berman spoke about the per-
haps less obvious trait that has also con-
tributed to her success: the ability to nur-

ture a professional network. 

“I’ve made an effort to create a profes-
sional network in my career. Not just when 
I’m interested in making changes [to my 
career], but to have a network as a resource 
for professional development or getting 

new ideas on how to approach an issue.”  

Before the NHL, Berman worked as at 
ProSkauer Rose LLP, an international law 

firm in New York City. 

“I remember working for [Proskauer Rose] 
for years and thinking ‘How am I ever go-
ing to get back to working in sports?,’ she 
said. You just have to do a good job at 
everything you do because you never know 
when something is going to be your spring-
board to get to where you want to be. It’s 
crucial to put your best foot forward, re-
gardless of what you’re doing or whom 
you’re working for even if it does not seem 

to be directly correlated to your goals.” 

Next week in Beyond The Ice: Joe Cohen. 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

To contribute to Brad Berman’s recovery 

effort, the family has set up the Run4Brad 

fundraiser (www.crowdrise.com/run4brad) 

and an auction entitled Take Back The 4th. 

Proceeds go to the aid and assistance of 

persons who have suffered traumatic brain 

injuries and/or arteriovenous malforma-

tions. 
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LEAFS’ REIMER SAYS HE HAS NO 

ISSUES WITH COACH RANDY  

CARLYLE 

Leafs goalie James Reimer has stated that 

he intends to surpass fellow netminder 

Jonathan Bernier as Toronto’s starter. But 

in the wake of a team-wide debacle that 

left the squad out of the playoffs, relation-

ships need mending. Read on for The To-

ronto Sun’s Lance Hornby’s insightful 

report on how the recently re-signed 

Reimer can make his return. 

 

The Toronto media nicknamed him “Sunny 

Jim” because of his boundless optimism in 

the face of Leafs turmoil. 

So you knew that the returning James 

Reimer could not let any ill will linger be-

tween himself and Randy Carlyle, coming 

off that March 29 game in Detroit that 

summed up the coach’s frustration with a 

season headed south.  

With Reimer unable to steal a point in a 

very winnable game during the Leafs’ ex-

cruciating playoff-race collapse, Carlyle 

called his goalie’s effort that night “just 

okay.” 

It was a quote dissected more often than a 

frog in Grade 9 biology and caused 

Reimer’s agent Ray Petkau to fire off a 

tweet that questioned the season-long 

shoddy play of Toronto’s defence. When 

Reimer and the Leafs failed to reverse for-

tunes in April, most thought Reimer’s 

weak overall numbers and Carlyle’s role in 

the team losing 12 of 14 games meant both 

would be gone. 

But Carlyle was given another chance by 

incoming president Brendan Shanahan, 

while general manager Dave Nonis offi-

cially ended the Reimer trade speculation 

on Friday by re-signing him to a two-year 

deal. Nonis also invited him to challenge 

Jonathan Bernier for No. 1 again. 

“Just because you don’t see eye-to-eye 

with a person all the time doesn’t mean 

you can’t get along,” Reimer said on Mon-

day in his first comments since the new 

deal was struck.  

“I think what happened that night was 

blown out of proportion. It’s what happens 

in any family. You get mad at each other 

and, an hour later, you’re best buddies 

again. 

“I’ve had many hockey people ask me this 

same question and, of course, I’d stick up 

for Randy. I have a great respect for him.” 

But there was real concern on Reimer’s 

part that the team that drafted him, gave 

him a chance to be No. 1 early in his career 

and with whom he’d helped end a seven-

year playoff drought had lost faith as he 

approached restricted free agency. With 

tears welling after a 1-0 Game 82 loss in 

Ottawa, Reimer struggled when talking 

about the Leafs in the past tense. 

“Obviously, I was pretty bummed out that 

night,” Reimer said. “It was my dream to 

play for Leafs Nation and I thought the 

door was closing.” 

However, he and Petkau didn’t loudly de-

mand a trade. And whatever Nonis was 

working on as a Plan B never came to frui-

tion. Possible landing spots such as Winni-

peg disappeared, while any thought of us-

ing Marlie Drew MacIntyre as a back-up 

ended with him going to Carolina as a 

UFA.  

Big, expensive names such as Martin 

Brodeur made little sense with Bernier still 

prominent, so it came down to heading off 

Reimer’s date with the salary arbitrator, 

which was to have been Monday. 

He signed for $2.3M, a trade-friendly fig-

ure should something else develop later on, 

but the extra year Reimer requested 

showed Nonis he had no worries about co-

existing with Carlyle. 

“Coming back to Toronto turned out to be 

my best option,” Reimer said. “I don’t 

really know how to explain the feeling 

properly, but you can say it’s like a new 

start for me. 

“In my heart, I never wanted to leave the 

team or leave the fans. Now I want to get 

back at it. Bernie is obviously a great 

goalie (who fashioned a team-record .923 

save percentage in his first year) and I 

can’t wait to get back in there to compete. I 

fully expect to come in and challenge him 

for No. 1.” 

Retaining Reimer also fits with revitalizing 

the 2013 blueprint Nonis spoke of earlier 

in July, when he brought back forwards 

Leo Komarov and Matt Frattin. Though 

that was a half season, Carlyle’s team had 

the right chemistry and made the playoffs. 

“It’s great to get Leo back (from the KHL), 

a really good guy, and to have Fratts back, 

guys we missed last season," Reimer said. 

“And I’m really impressed with the 

changes we’ve made elsewhere, such as on 

defence with Roman Polak. I can’t wait to 

get back on the ice.” 
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NEW MAN ON CAPITOL HILL: 

BARRY TROTZ ON HIS NEW WASH-

INGTON SQUAD. 

Following a very suc-

cessful 15-year tenure 

as Nashville’s first-

ever coach, Barry 

Trotz didn’t take long 

return to work back 

after being fired, as he was hired to suc-

ceed Adam Oates as the bench boss of the 

Washington Capitals in late May. 

Trotz has been spending this off-season 

poring over hours of game tape and pages 

of stats to know his new players as well as 

he can before training camp starts. 

NHL.com’s Dan Rosen interviewed him 

and got the following insights: 

*Q: You went to Las Vegas when Alex 
Ovechkin was there for the NHL Awards 
to sit down with him, have dinner with 
him, get to know him. Why was it impor-
tant for you at the time to sit down with 
Ovechkin, and what did you learn from the 

meeting? 

 
"You're not going to go to battle with 
someone you don't know. It doesn't matter 
what walk of life it is, whether it's business 
or in war. In sports it's usually a coach and 
player, so he understands where I'm com-
ing from and at the same time the player 
recognizes where you're coming from so 
you get a comfort level and you can work 

together better.  

 
“If we're going to be successful in Wash-
ington, [Ovechkin] has to be a big part of 
that. It's not only him, but he's a main com-
ponent, a big personality, and I have to sell 
my vision of the team to him because he's 
one of the top players. In today's sport, 
coaches are in a partnership with their top 

players. 

 
"Every player is wired differently. Some 
players you know exactly where they're 
headed, where they're going and what 
they're thinking. There are other guys 
wired differently. It allowed me to under-
stand the personality of Alexander 
Ovechkin. He's been the face of the Caps 
for the past eight or nine years, since he's 

been drafted. 

 
“He gets a lot of the credit when they do 
well and he gets a lot of the blame when 
they don't, but that's the responsibility for a 
top guy in the National Hockey League 

now. 

 
“We spent probably four hours together, 
and I've talked to him a couple of times on 
the phone as well. I think not only coach-
ing the player but coaching the person is 

very important." 

 
*Q: People look at Alex and say, 'Well, he 
doesn't backcheck or play in the other end 
of the ice, but Barry is going to change 
that.' Is that a goal of yours, to add more 
responsibility in that end, make him think 

he has more responsibility in that end? 

 
"I think you look at it as what's going to 
help you win, and Alex playing a little 
more on both ends of the ice, a full 200-
foot game, will enhance our chance to win. 
I know it's a process. I want to make him 

more accountable. 
“I use the term that he's got a lot of glide in 
his game right now. Some of that was his 
doing and some of that was actually put on 
his plate by the previous regime from what 
I understand. I just want him to play the 
way that will give us the best chance to 

win. 

 
"I don't want to take away from the tre-
mendous offensive gift that he has; I actu-
ally want to enhance it. He's a lot more 
dangerous when he's skating, when he's 
moving, when he's got a little bit of room 
to operate. I have found him standing still a 
lot on the film that I'm watching, very easy 

to cover, and he still got 51 goals.  

 
“If you're going to be a championship-
caliber team or a threat to be a champion-
ship-caliber team you have to play a 200-
foot game and you have to produce on both 
ends of the ice. Production is being able to 
defend and offensively being able to score. 
There aren't too many perfect players in the 
National Hockey League; they all have 
faults. But Alex's greatest gift is he can 
score and scoring is really hard. It's proba-
bly the hardest thing to do in the National 
Hockey League and he might be the best in 

the League at doing that.  

 
“I don't want to take away from his gifts. I 
want to enhance his gifts. I want to en-
hance his ability to help the team even 
more. His 5-on-5 production has to be 
higher. He doesn't get any free passes. He's 

playing against the best." 

 

 
MORE GOSSIP: One year after Flyers 
captain Claude Giroux sustained a freak 
finger injury while golfing, Philadelphia’s 
man in net, Steve Mason, painfully fol-
lowed suit. Mason broke his right pinky 
finger while playing ball hockey in his 
hometown of Oakville, Ontario. According 
to g.m Ron Hextall, “Mason will miss 
approximately two weeks of on-ice train-
ing but will continue his off-ice training.” 
… The AHL’s James H. Ellery Memorial 
Award has a new winner. Dan Weiss, 
broadcaster and media operations director 
for Florida Panthers affiliate San Anto-
nio Rampage, received recognition for his 
outstanding AHL media coverage. The 
“Voice of the Rampage” has also devel-
oped and supervised the Face Off Against 
Kids Cancer program that continues to 
raise funds and awareness for childhood 
cancer. … The Sharks want to get 
younger. San Jose g.m. Doug Wilson told 
The Hockey News’ Ryan Kennedy that the 
team’s first round pick in this year’s draft, 
Nikolay Goldobin, has a “good” chance of  
joining the big club “thanks to his smarts.” 
While it’s common for the top picks to 
jump into the league right away, the same 
cannot be said for 18-year-olds taken 27th 
overall. … With goalie Robin Lehner 
signed to a new deal, the Senators are now 
looking to lock in some of their key for-
wards set to hit unrestricted free agency 
next summer. The Ottawa Sun reports the 
team held discussions with Don Meehan, 
agent for Bobby Ryan and Clarke Mac-
Arthur, in the hopes of retain the duo. 
Assistant g.m. Pierre Dorian told TSN 
1200 that the talks have been “very pro-
ductive” and “are beyond preliminary 
talks.” … The Devils hired Sunny Mehta 
to head the club’s new analytics depart-
ment. Mehta will collect data and present 
his findings to g.m. Lou Lamoriello, who 
will then pass along anything he deems 

significant to the coaching staff.  
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SHOULD BRODEUR RETIRE? THIS 
MAN SAYS YES! 

The number of 
teams with an op-
portunity to sign 
Martin Brodeur 
appears to have 
come down to one 
and that is Minne-
sota. And, at this 
point in time, even 
that appears to be a 
long shot. One man who believes that Mr. 
Goalie should call it a career is Leighton 
Schneider of Thecelebritycafe.com.  

Here are his arguments: 

The time has come for one of the greatest 
goalies to ever play hockey to retire. After 
21 seasons in the NHL, Brodeur simply 
cannot keep up with the players of the next 
generation. As a fan of hockey it will be a 
sad day when Brodeur retires; hockey will 
be losing not only one of its greatest play-
ers, but one of its greatest people too. 

However, his options are limited for next 
season as he has said many times he wants 
to play for a team who could help him win 
his fourth Stanley Cup. If he doesn’t go to 
a contender then he would “like to play a 
lot” as he told Yahoo Sports.  

However, there may not be a team that 
would want to give a starting spot to a 
goalie whose stats have been decreasing 
for the past several years and whose best 
years are way behind him. 

A Stanley Cup contending team such as the 
Chicago Blackhawks, LA Kings, Pitts-
burgh Penguins, or Boston Bruins would 
not want to give 20-25 games to a back-up 
goalie that would possibly let up 2.5 goals 
per game. Only Chicago allowed more 
than 2.5 goals per game last year, but they 
also scored the second most goals per 
game at 3.18. 

 Why would a team that could win the 
Stanley Cup want to have a 42-year-old 
goalie as their back up? Other than the 
obvious reason of mentoring a younger 
goalie, there are not many. 

If you look at the four teams from above, 
the Blackhawks, Kings, Penguins and Bru-
ins, all of them have an established starter 
who has played in least 58 games in a sea-

son, and all have won a Stanley Cup 
(Tuukka Rask was a back-up when the 
Bruins won the Stanley Cup in 2011).  

These teams would not want to add 
Brodeur. They would probably want to 
bring in a younger goalie, possibly from 
their minor league team, to help them win 
games and to get the younger goalie ex-
perience for the future.  

Winning teams will end up having two 
really good goaltenders on their roster.  

Three  of the past four winners of the Wil-
liam Jennings Trophy, which is given to 
the goalie -- or goalies-- that let up the 
fewest goals during the season, have been 
a goaltending duo. 

 Roberto Loungo and Cory Schneider in 
2011; Brian Elliot and Jaroslav Halak in 
2012; Corey Crawford and Ray Emery in 
2013; and Jonathan Quick last season. 

The Bruins were an excellent example of 
that last season. Their two goalies played 
81 of the 82 games; Tuukka Rask started 
58 games while Chad Johnson started 23. 
Rask had a 2.04 GAA; Johnson 2.10. Hav-
ing two goalies that are above average in 
net would greatly help the team. But, if one 
of the goalies is below average and could 
possibly decrease even more, then why 
would a team want him on the ice? 

One last reason that Brodeur should retire 
is that not even the New Jersey Devils, 
with whom he won three Stanley Cups 
with, wanted him to come back. It was 
believed they did not want him back when 
they let him enter free agency, but it be-
came official when they signed Scott 
Clemmensen to a two-year contract. 

With Cory Schneider’s new contract,  there 
is no way that Brodeur would get to play 
the amount of games he wants to. 

Brodeur’s time is up. He should hang-up 
his skates and move into a front office po-
sition or coaching role. 

 

ANALYZING ANDY GREENE’S EX-
TENSION 

Lou Lamoriello recently re-signed defense-
man Andy Greene, which is a move that the 
advanced stats crowd loves. Our own An-

thony DiPaolo explains that the deal is 
more than that: it’s also smart business. 

Within the first 24 hours of  the opening of 
2014 NHL Free Agency, the New Jersey 
Devils ensured that it was their best offsea-
son in years when they signed  Mark Cam-
malleri and Marty Havlat. 

Last week they made the summer even 
sweeter, as they inked of 31-year-old 
defenseman Andy Greene to a five-year, 
$25M extension. 

It’s common knowledge that the Devils 
succeed by playing stingy defense.  Greene 
has contributed heavily to that reputation 
since 2006. Using the hockey IQ he gained 
at Miami University (Ohio), Greene has 
become a smart and reliable blueliner with 
occasional flashes of offensive prowess. 

He ranked second among Devils defense-
men last season with a career-high 32 
points.  Leading the team with 129 blocked 
shots and average ice-time of 24:34, 
Greene earned the team’s Unsung Hero of 
2013-2014 Award. 

As Lamoriello himself explains, "His lead-
ership goes unnoticed.  He's a quiet leader 
and respected by the players." 

Greene’s most overlooked quality is his 
ability to lead by example.  While he is not 
the most vocal player on the team, he was 
named an alternate captain and was util-
ized in every possible situation, whether it 
be 5-on-5, on the power play, or on the 
penalty kill. 

For the next five years, Greene’s presence 
will heavily benefit the team.  As a de-
fender who utilizes his intelligence, on-ice 
awareness, and grit, he can remain effec-
tive as he gets older towards the end of his 
contract. 
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